FEAR OF THE BLANK SLATE

n decorar ng their own homes

ces: can we find ene ugh ro fill this vacan
C [Fauma s part cularly acure when s a ‘nu"”\l home that wont re
¢ benefits of decades-long accumulation of ar

dence does) And then theres

red, where ro put i all?
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Good decoranng. however. 1s frequently not the

result of a roo-studied plan. There's something to be
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sard for lerting the house and furnishing
otic part i the process: for histening for SPONEANCITY §
At a house in the Northwest

Woods, Julic Hillman and her husband expenenced

exactly ths sort of tabula rasa. The resules serve as
INSPIFALION (O ANYONC who has stared ar a swarch of fab

ric or an empry room and wondered, “Whar f7”

HAMPTONS COTTAGES & GARDENS HCANDG.COM

When the couple decided to bunld on the forested

lot, they were quite hterally starting from serarch
Hillman, a fashion designer by traming, had recently

lefr the business and was busy rasing her two voung
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serve as a getaway from Manharean for thar young
|

family and also echo the feel of an old house. Lietle did

they know just how involved they would become in

the creann process
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//1[{4//{1‘ \‘}\\\\ dining room (LErT) f .m‘,:.“-‘[.:

r‘"‘;-“"" 1\ mix of pacces forund locally and
NG \ | | o DRl o nternationally, ichading an
\ mvrsized Burgundy wine tabds
A dnninsg room
sedeboand (woTTOM LEFT) Posts
an arry of obypects. At l.:{/‘l_ an
Mexander Noll seulptuere stands
vall wear a collectton of ganden
balls thar Fillman Ikes to ns
to decorate the dinmg room
fabe A
sunmnicr fiving room opens off
the Latchen mn the rear of th

borse (OPPOSITE). \ev Resotnrves

Thar first decasion was 1o place a call to Farnaz
Mansurn. The Manharran-based archieece Land our a clas
sic residence mn the shape of an H—a scheme thac would
CNSUTC A Strong centerline connecring the houscs puhllc
rooms. Then, whike construction got underway on the
Fast End, Hillman and her husband lefe for France

This wasn't out of the ordinary: “We've always tray
cled a lor,” Hillman savs. This iime, though, they caughe
a new bug. “Suddenly, rraveling through Provence, we
realized we had this big house 10 Gl warh furmiture,” she
explams. “We just started buying pieces we loved and
shipping them back ro the Hamprons.”

One by one, the picces arnved back on Amernican

shores: an ishand perhaps suieed for use i a Kichen:

AN CROrMOoOUs wWiIing l.l‘l‘ll\' lflnnl T'nll:.{(ln\li_\ A Ihl\!‘ll.h'g
mantle. As the couple continucd thawr travels, they
contmucd collecting

Once construction was complered, the real fun began
As the movers brought the n\\\l) ]muuul preces nto
the house, Hillman tumed dircctor. As | was putting the
furniture i the house, | was kaming how to Jecorare a
house.” she explams. *1 just buy what | love, walk o
mside, and walk it around untal it finds a home.” Some
rooms came together casily: the Burgundy wine table. for
mstance, made a perfect diming room rable But. other
rooms calked out for addinonal picces, so Hillman

shopped the South Fork with abandon
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